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OPINION 769 

YOLD1A MOLLER, 1842, AND PORTLANDIA MORCH, 1857: 
DESIGNATION OF TYPE-SPECIES UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS 

RULING.—(1) Under the plenary powers: 

(a) all designations of type-species for the nominal genus Portlandia Morch, 

1857, made prior to the present Ruling are hereby set aside, and the 
nominal species Nucula arctica Gray, 1824, is hereby designated to 
be the type-species of that genus; 

(b) all designations of type-species for the nominal genus Yoldia Moller, 

1842, made prior to the present Ruling are hereby set aside, and the 
nominal species Yoldia hyperborea Torell, 1859, is hereby designated 
to be the type-species of that genus. 

(2) The following generic names are hereby placed on the Official List of 
Generic Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers specified: 

(a) Portlandia Morch, 1857 (gender : feminine), type-species, by designation 

under the plenary powers in (l)(a) above, Nucula arctica Gray, 1824 
(Name No. 1705); 

( b ) Yoldia Moller, 1842 (gender : feminine), type-species, by designation 

under the plenary powers in (1) (b) above, Yoldia hyperborea Torell, 
1859 (Name No. 1706). 

(3) The following specific names are hereby placed on the Official List of 
Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers specified: 

(a) arctica Gray, 1824, as published in the binomen Nucula arctica (type- 

species of Portlandia Morch, 1857) (Name No. 2132); 

(b) hyperborea Torell, 1859, as published in the binomen Yoldia hyperborea 

(type-species of Yoldia Moller, 1842) (Name No. 2133). 

HISTORY OF THE CASE (Z.N.(S.) 1522) 

The present application was submitted to the office of the Commission by 
Dr. T. Soot-Ryen in November 1963, after some preliminary correspondence 
on the case. Dr. Soot-Ryen’s application was sent to the printer on 17 Decem¬ 
ber 1963 and was published on 23 April 1964 in Bull Zool. NomencL 21 : 
127-129. Public Notice of the possible use of the plenary powers in the present 
case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as well as to the other prescribed 
serial publications (Constitution Art. 12b; Bull. zool. Nomencl. 21 : 184) and 
to two specialist serials. The proposals were supported by Dr. A. H. Clark, 
Jr. {Bull, zool . Nomencl. 21 : 326), Mr. David Heppell and Dr. Irene Lubinsky 
{Bull. zool. Nomencl. 22 : 15-16). 

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 

On 3 October 1965 the Members of the Commission were invited to vote 
under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (65)38 either for or against the 
proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 21 : 128-129. At the close of the 
prescribed voting period on 3 January 1966 the state of the voting was as 
follows: 
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Affirmative votes—twenty-one (21), received in the following order: China, 
Lemche, Simpson, Vokes, Mayr, do Amaral, Obruchev, Stoll, Uchida, Holthuis, 
Forest, Brinck, Bonnet, Ride, Sabrosky, Tortonese, Alvarado, Boschma. 
Binder, Jaczewski, Evans. 

Negative votes—none (0). 

Voting Papers not returned—four (4): Hubbs, Kraus, Mertens, Munroe. 

The following comment was made by Commissioner Dr. L. B. Holthuis in 
returning his vote: “ I vote in the affirmative except for para. 8 (4). It is clear 
that arctica Moller, 1842, is not a new name, but a citation of arctica Gray, 
1824, even though it is incorrectly applied to Yoldia hyperborea. The non¬ 
existent name arctica Moller, 1842, therefore cannot be placed on the Official 
Index.” 

The Secretary is in agreement with Dr. Holthuis that Nucula arctica Moller 
has no separate status from Nucula arctica Gray, and the former name has 
therefore not been placed on the Official Index. 

Original References 

The following are the original references for names placed on Official Lists 
by the Ruling given in the present Opinion: 

arctica , Nucula , J. E. Gray, 1824, Suppl. App. Parry's Voy. NAY. Passage : 241 
hyperborea , Yoldia, Torell, 1859, Bidrag till Spitsbergen molluskfauna : 145-152 
Portlandia Morch, 1857, in Rink, Gronl. geogr. statistisk beskrevet 2(4) : 93 
Yoldia Moller, 1842, Index Moll. Groenl. : 18 

CERTIFICATE 

We certify that the votes cast on Voting Paper (65)38 were cast as set out 
above, that the proposal contained in that Voting Paper has been duly adopted 
under the plenary powers, and that the decision so taken, being the decision of 
the International Commission, is truly recorded in the present Opinion No. 769. 

G. OWEN EVANS W. E. CHINA 

Secretary Assistant Secretary 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

London 

1 February 1966 


